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II'T, NI'T aspirants
face another glitch

Apoorva Puranik

MUMBAL: Deferring the idea of
holding common counselling
rounds for admissions to the
Indian Institutes of Technology
(IITs) and the National Institutes
of Technology (NITs), the IITs
have stated that the software used
for allotment of seats in the com-
mon counselling is not ready and
lacks testing.

The Union Ministry of Human
Resource Development had sug-
gested that both the institutes
hold counselling together.
Academicians are worried as
many seats will remain vacant
owing to separate counselling.

“Common counselling would
make sure that nostudent is allot-
ted more than one seat in either
[ITs or NITs. Students who get a
seat in an II'T but not in a stream
of their choice will now wait for
NIT and other engineering col-
leges. The IIT seat will remain
blocked for other students.” said
an IIT Bombay professor.

Last veay, close to 800 seats
across the 16 IITs remained
vacant while a similar number
of vacant seats were recorded
at NITs. Other engineering col-
leges across states also saw empty
classrooms owing to such blocked
seats.

With states like Maharashtra,
Goa and Gujarat not conducting
state level engineering exams
anymore, students will take
admissions on the basis of JEE

VACANT SEATS
CAUSE FOR WORRY

Last year, nearly 800 seats
across the 16 ITs remained
vacant while a similar
number of vacant seats
were recorded at NITs.
Other engineering colleges
across states also saw
empty classrooms owing to
such blocked seats.

Sources in the ministry
say that they are planning
on developing and testing
new software which might
help launch common
counselling in 2015,

Main. Hence, seats in state engi-
neering colleges also remain
blocked as students want to wait
for counselling dates of the NITs
to try their luck.

According to GRC Reddy; direc-
tor, NIT Goa, the IITs feel that
their institutes will not find many
takers if common counselling is
held. “It seems vacant seats is not
a concern for the II'Ts and they
want to remain exclusive as stu-
dents prefer NITs more because
they get a stream of their choice.”

Sources in the ministry
say that since the IITs and the
NITs use different softwares for
counselling, they are planning
on developing and testing new
software which might helplaunch
common counselling in 2015.
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|IM-A Ranked among the World’s Top B-schools, Leaving Ivy
Competitors Behind

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/iima-ranked-among-the-worlds-top-bschools-leaving-ivy-competitors-
behind-1400135352-1

If you want to earn higher then you may go for Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIM-A), which is
surely to give you more bangs for your buck that any other top class foreign university does. As per a study
conducted by The Economist magazine, Harvard and Stanford Universities are unable to land you with good
jobs that 1IM-A can deliver.

IIM-A’s two year management programme offers a return on investment (Rol) of 44% whereas Harvard has
15% and Stanford comes up to 14%. 1IM-A has been placed in the world’s fourth best B-schools and is termed
under the category of ‘Good Value MBAs’, leaving some other great universities of lvy league like Stanford,
Harvard, Kellogg and Wharton behind. The ranking is conducted on the basis of the cost that is charged for an
MBA programme which includes the tuition fees and forgone salary.

Rol is calculated on the basis of the difference counted between pre and post MBA salary that is divided by the
total cost of the programme. Thus the fees that one pays at IIM-A and the previous salary that one foregoes, the
graduates’ gets a higher return from the immediate compensation package earned through placement.

Three universities ranked higher than 1IM-A are HEC Paris 67%, Aston Britain 64% and University of Hong
Kong with 60%.

Why Do India’s II'Ts Do So Badly on Some University
Rankings?

Varying Degrees: Number of Universities Ranked Within
Asia’s Top 300
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In a survey of 300 Asian universities released this week, Indian schools — even the prestigious Indian Institutes
of Technology — once again failed to reach the top of the ranks.

Delhi’s IIT is the first Indian institution to surface in the latest Quacquarelli Symonds rankings, but not until
way down in the list at number 38. Not far behind is IIT Bombay at number 41.

How is it that the place with the world’s toughest entrance exam and an alumni list which includes some of the
world’s top executives and academics is outshined by Japan’s Nagoya University and City University of Hong
Kong?

Only two Indian universities were ranked in the top 50, leaving the world’s largest democracy far behind Japan
which had 13 in the top 50, China and South Korea which had 9 each and Hong Kong and Taiwan with six each
in the top 50.

Tiny Singapore nabbed the first spot, with the National University of Singapore moving up from second place
last year.

While China was home for 73 of the top 300 universities and Japanese institutions accounted for 68, India only
had 17 names on the complete list. Its performance this year was an improvement from 11 last year.

India’s Manipal Institute of Technology, the alma mater of the new heads of Microsoft as well as Nokia Corp.,
wasn’t even in the top 150.

The London-based Quacquarelli Symonds says it polled over 50,000 people to rank Asian universities on nine
indicators including academic and employer reputation, international faculty and students, and research citations
and papers.

Indian schools get rave reviews from scholars and executives, but their grade point average plummets as other
parameters are added.

The University of Delhi — the first non-11T to make the list at number 81 — was ranked in the top 25 in Asia
by employers, and the top 40 by academics, but its overall ranking was much lower because of its large size and
small number of international faculty and students.

“The academic and employer reputation surveys are the indicators in which the IITs do best,” said Danny
Byrne, Quacquarelli’s senior editor of its website topuniversities.com. “Their performance in the other areas we
measure, such as research citations, student-to-faculty ratio and internationalization, tends to be significantly
weaker.”

The biggest challenge for Indian universities hoping to fare better in international rankings is research, Ben
Sowter, head of research at Quacquarelli told The Wall Street Journal.

“They’re pure teaching environments,” he said, adding that although a lot research happens in India, much of it
is outside the university system.
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Indian students at [IT Bombay.
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Another reason I1Ts rank surprisingly low is that they are technology-focused which does not look well-
rounded when compared to top national universities like the University of Hong Kong which is ranked third in
Asia and Peking University in China which was number 8.

“Specialist institutions are disadvantaged in the academic reputation survey because we ask academics to tell us
about the best institutions in the fields in which they are experts,” said Mr. Byrne. “Therefore institutions that
excel in a wide range of fields theoretically have a better chance of doing well.”

Indian institutions also lose ground because they are blessed with so many students, which hurts their professor
to student ratios and weighs on their research budgets.

“Indian institutions are working so hard on the demographic challenge,” said Mr. Sowter.

While some big brains at 1T will tell you there is no more elite establishment in the world, they are smart
enough to admit that there is always room for improvement.

“A major reason why we lag behind other Asian institutions in the overall score is the (small) number of
international students and faculty,” said a spokeswoman for IIT Bombay. “The number of citations per paper is
another area where we need to improvise

https://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2014/05/15/why-do-indias-iits-do-so-badly-on-some-
university-rankings/
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